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_ GENTLEMEN, TT 


"HE death of a Man fo much diſtin- ( 1 
guiſhed in the Republic of Letters as 1 
my late much - valued friend Pr. Gol op- 
sMirTn, muſt naturally attract the notice of 
the World; and as there were ſome cir= 
cumſtances attending that unhappy event, 
which ſeem proper to be made grnerally 
known, I have preſumed to lay them before 
the Public. 


After 


DEDICATION. 

After the Doctor's deceaſe, you were 
pleaſed to honour me with the management 
of his affairs, till the perſon ſhould appear, 
who was authorized to adminiſter to his 
effects; and I flatter myſelf that I have 
faithfully executed your intention. But as 
_ Public are, intereſted in the loſs of a 
man ſo conſpicuous for his talents, and his 
humanity as the late Dr. Gor.psM1THn, they 
become naturally anxious to know the cir- 
cumſtances of his illneſs and death. This 
has induced many Gentlemen, Who knew 
that I had attended him, to apply to me 
for information on the ſubject. I have, ac- 
cordingly, readily related to them the par- 

ticulars which came within my knowledge ; 
but having, been alſo applied to publickly, 
as well as by private letters, 1 have thought 
it beſt, to publiſh. this little Pamphlet ; and 
the rather, as 1 have reaſon to believe ſome 
en s. have formed very unjuſt and. un- 
: . notions reſpecking my conduct in 


this: affair; and it is therefore preſumed, 
that theſe conſiderations will deen 


F for this Publication. oP 
I ah 
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DEDICATION: 
All that is reaſonable to expect from me, 
1s a fair detail of the circumſtances with 
which this Caſe was attended. I have at- 
tempted little more than this; and it is 
hoped, that what 1s here offered to the 
Public, will prove as ſatisfactory to my 
readers in general, as it has done to many 
of Dr. GorbsMITn's acquaintance; to 
whom I appeal, whether I have not uni- 
formly advanced the fame particulars in 
private, which I have now thought it ex- 
pedient to publiſh to the world. 


The event which gave riſe to this Pam- 
phlet, hath given a very fincere concern to 
me, as well as to many others. I am, 
however, willing to take this opportunity 
of expreſſing the great reſpe& which 1 
have for you, Gentlemen, to whom, with 
your permiſſion, I have taken the liberty 
of addreſſing this Publication. I am happy 
in having my conduct approved of by two 
of Dr. Gol Dsuirn's moſt intimate and 
reſpectable friends; both of whom have 
deſervedly attained to a very high degree 

of 


DEDICATION. | 
of reputation: the one, as the firſt Painter 
of the preſent age; while the other is uni- 
verſally celebrated as an upright Senator; 
and moſt accompliſhed Orator; 


I am, Gentlemen; 
With the greateſt regard, 
| Your moſt obedierit 
1500 3 ſervant, 


April 25, 1774. W. HA WES. 
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| AN 
ACCOUNT, &c. 


S the obſcrvations which I have made in the 

Dedication prefixed to this piece, will ſuf. 

ficiently account for its deſign, I ſhall begin my 
narrative without any further apology. 

On Friday the twenty-fifth of March, 1774, the 
late Dr. Gol osuirH was taken ill, and at eleven 
o'clock the ſame night ſent for me to his Cham- 
bers. He complained of a violent pain extending 
all over the fore- part of his head; his tongue was 

moiſt; he had no cold ſhiverings or pain in any 
other part, and his pulſe beat about ninety ſtrokes 
in a minute. He then acquainted me he had 
taken two ounces of Ipecacuanha wine as a vomit, 
and that it was his intention to take Dr. James's 

Fever Pouders, which he deſired me to ſend him. 
I replied, that in my opinion this was a medicine 
very improper at that time, and begged he would 
not think of it: but I am ſorry to lay, that every 
argument uſed, ſeemed only to render him more 
determined in his own opinion; which gave me 
much concern, as I could not avoid thinking, that 
the man whom I had all the reaſon in the world 
to eſteem, was about to take a ſtep which might 
prove extremely injurious to him, I, therefore, 
_ endeavoured to reaſon medically with. him, and 


obſerved, that his complaint appeared ta be more 
| B a ner- 


E-* 0 
a_nervous affection than a febrile diſcaſe. He ſaid, 
* he thought ſo too.” I replied, ** Then, Sir, 
* as you have already taken a vomit, which has 
operated very well, I would adviſe you to tage 
* a gentle opiate, which may be a means of qui- 
«© eting the ſtomach; as after the operation of an 
*© Emeric it gencrally produces for a few hours, re- 
* freſhing ſleep; after which, in all probability. 
*© the complaint in the head will gradually go off, 

as repeated experience has confirmed.” To this 
he anſwered, ** 1 like your mode of reaſoning 
well zw and for a ſhort'time he appeared to be 
convinced, but ſoon after inſiſted upon taking the 
Powde. I now found myſelf in a more diſagree- 
able ſituation, than can eaſily be conceived by any 
perſon whatever, except à Brother- Practitioner: 
for with great concern I ſpeak it, the more we en- 
deavour to convince, the more our good intentions 
are too frequently treated with dijregard and [ 
ſolemnly declare, that I felt at that time more an- 
guſſh of mind than 1 had done in fifteen years pre- 
ceding practice. And this for three teaſons: Firſt, 
the conſequence of this patient's health and life to 
his friends and ſociety: Secondly, the deſire which 
every Practitioner has, or ought to have, of do- 
Mg good when conſulted; ar leaſt not ſuffering 
his patient to do himſelf an injury: Thirdly, 
from the real friendſhip I entertained for the Doc- 
tor, on the prineiples of gratitude for bis counte- 
nance towards an Undertaking, which Þ have for a 
ebnſiderable time endeavoured to eſtabliſh in this 
Kingdom, and which, by the aſſiſtance of a worthy 
and able phyſician, and the favour of the Public, 


_ likely to take place. For theſe reaſons, I 


could not take my Ieave without again endea- 
vouring to convince him: and though ſome of the 
Faculty may perhaps ſmile at me for theorizing 

ö 9 (to 
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{to which they have my full conſent); I now pur- 
ſued that plan; and as I had before ſurmounted 
his objections, in preceding complaints, by en- 
tering a little minutely into the progreſs of diſeaſes, 
and the action of medicines on the human body, 
I hoped it would prove ſucceſsful in the preſent 
inſtance. I told the Doctor, that his ſtoinach was 
yet hardly ſettled ftom the operation of the eme- 
tic, and that his frame in general ſeemed a good 
deal agitated ; and therefore the Fever- Powder 
would be more likely to act as a Gmplc ſtimulant 
on the prime vie than as a febrifuge, and thus 
be a means of reproducing the vomiting in a very 
violent degree, or induce a purging z and that if 
it acted upon either ſtomach or inteſtines, it 
might in the end be productive of the moſt ſeri- 
ous conſequences. | 
However, though I reaſoned with him on the 
 tubject, for near half an hour, by his bed-ſide, 
and carneſtly intreated him not to take Dr, James's 
Powders, yet I could not prevail upon him to ſay 
that he would not.—At laſt I addreſſed him, to the 
beſt of my remembrance, in the following man- 
ner, ** Pleaſe, Sir, to obſerve, that if you do take 
+ the Fever- Potoder, it is entirely without my ap- 
* probation ; and at the lame time remember, 
% how very anxious I have been to perſuade you 
© to deſiſt from it: and now | will take my Icave, 
„if you will be kind enough to grant me one 
& requeſt.” He very warmly aſked me, What 
that was? told him, that as he had always con- 
ſulted Dr. Fordyce in preceding illneſſes, and had 
expreſicd the greateſt opinion of his abilities as a 
phyſician, I hoped he would permit me to ſend 
tor him. It was full a quarter of an hour before 
I could obtain his conſent to this, as the taxing 
Dr. James's Peuders appeared to be the only ob- 
% B 2 zect 


N 
je& which employed his attention; and kven then 


he endeavoured to throw an obſtacle in my way, 


by ſaying, that Dr. Fordyce was gone to ſpend the 
evening in Gerrard- ſtreet, where, adds he, I 
« ſhould alſo have been, if I had not been indiſ- 
„ poſed.” I told him, that the diſtance was a 
matter of no conſequence, and that if he would 
permit it, my man ſhould immediately be ſent for 
him. He replied, « Well, you may ſend for him, 
« if you will.” I frankly declare, that this laſt 
ſentence was the moſt agreeable to me, of any that 
he had uttered during my ſtay with him. I then 


came home, and immediately wrote a note to Dr. 


Fordyce, and diſpatched my ſervant, with orders 
firſt to call in Eſſex- ſtreet, and enquire whether 
he was returned ; and if not at home, to proceed 
to Gerrard-ſtreet. Fortunately, the meſſenger 
found him at home, who ſent me word that he 
would wait on Dr. GoLpsmiTH directly. 


As I did not attend at the fame time with Dr. 


Fiordyce, I am ignorant of the converſation that 
paſſed during his viſit; but it was evident that he 


did not approve of the Fever Powder, as he pre- 


| ſcribed other medicines. And, indeed, early the 


next morning the Doctor called at my houſe, and 


informed me, that he had repreſented to Dr. 
GoLDSMITH the preceding night, the impropricty 
there would be in his taking Dr. James's Powders ; 
but that inſtead of paying any attention to his 
remonſtrances on this ſubject, he had unhappily 
perſiſted in his own reſolution, and taken two or 
three doſes of the Powder, though it had operated 
both as a purgative and an emetic. 

When I called to fee hun on Saturday morning 


(the twenty- ſixth of March) Dr. GoLpsmITH's 


ſervant told me, he believed his maſter was doz- 


ing, as he lay very quiet. I then ſaid, I would 


call 


L #9 
call in the evening; which I accordingly did, and 
his man, with great appearance of concern, when 
T aſked him how his maſter was, replied he was 
very bad, for he had been vomiting all day, and 
had had a great many looſe ſtools; notwithſtand- 
ing weich, the ſervant obſerved, the Doctor would 
make him give him James's Fever Powders ; ſo 
that he till continued the uſe of the medicine, 
and of conſequence it encreaſed in its pernicious 
operation, by which means the evacuations were 
continued for at leaſt eighteen hours. I afterwards 
went into Dr. Gor.DsMiTH's chamber, and found 
him extremely reduced, and his pulſe was now 
become very quick and ſmall. When I enquired 
of him how he did, he ſighed deeply, and in a 
very low voice ſaid, he wiſhed he had taken my 
friendly advice laſt night”, (meaning Friday 
night, the twenty-fifth of March): and this was 
all he ſaid during this viſit; for whatever other 
queſtions I thought proper to aſk him, he appear- 
cd ſo much exhauſted as not to be able to make 
any reply to them ; and I clearly perceived he was 
ſo very weak and low, from the large and copious 
evacuation, that he ſeemed to have neither ſtrength 
nor ſpirits to ſpeak. ; oh 

As Dr. Fordyce had viſited him a little before 
my attendance on him at this time, I thought it 
unneceſſary to trouble him to make a reply to 
many enquiries : accordingly I took my leave ; at 
the ſame time being firmly convinced in my own 
mind, that every bad conſequence was to be ex- 
pected from the violent operation of this me- 
dicine. | 

| was very ſoon too well confirmed in my opi- 
nion by Dr. Fordyce's calling upon me at my 
houſe the ſame evening, and acquainting me with 
much regret, that Dr. Gol bsutrn by taking Dr. 

ä Fames's 
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Fames's Powders had done himſelf fo much injury. 
that he thought it right to propoſe calling in an- 
other Phyſician, as ke would not follow his advice ; 
in hopes that by ſo doing, the patient would be 
convinced of the danger of his fituation, and con- 
ſequently be more inclined to conform to the mode 
of treatment preſcribed. Dr. Fordyce ſaid, he 
knew that Dr. Gorpsuir had a great opinion of 

Dr. Turton; and deſired I would go very early in 
the morning, and if I found him no better, to 
perſuade him to call in that Gentleman. Accord. 
ingly at eight o'clock, the next morning, (being 
Sunday) I went, and found him much worſe. He 
had paſſed a very bad night, having vomited ſe: 
veral times, and had many looſe ſtools ; he lay ab- 
folutely ſunk with weakneſs; and I was ſo very 
clear reſpecting the exceeding · bad ſituation he was 
in, that inſtead of fatiguing him with any queſti- 
ons, I immediately exerted my utmoſt endeavours 

to perſuade him to ſend for Dr. Turton; to which 
be (being now, though too late, convinced of his 
unfortunate mode of proceeding) very readily con- 
ſented, and deſired me to order his ſervant to go 
directly. I accordingly did, and the Doctors For- 
dyce and Turton met at the time appointed, to aſ- 
ſiſt at a conſultation, which was continued twice a 

day till his death. = 
As the ſymproms which aroſe afterwards in the 
diſeaſe, were noticed with the utmoſt accuracy by 
the two able Phylicians who attended him, they 
do not come within my province; I have only en- 
deavoured to give the Public a clear and coneiſe 
account of the miſchievous effects the Pever-. 
Powders produced in the before recited caſe ; and 
am deeply concerned when I conſidet that they 


. have, by an injudicious application, been produc- 
9 3 E b tive 
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tive of the loſs of a life ſo valuable, and 55 im- 
rtant to Society. 

I hope it will not here be deemed ;impertinent in 
an Apothecary to declare, that in the courſe of his 
buſineſs, he has had the opportunity of ſeeing ſe- 
veral Caſes wherein this noted Fever- Pocoder has 
proved highly injurious ; which muſt generally 
be the conſequence when an Antimonial Medicine, 
very violent frequently in its operation, has be- 
come ſo univerſally faſhionable, as to be admi- 
niſtered in almoſt all feveriſh complaints, and in 
alll ſtages of fevers, and too often ſuffered to be 
given at the diſcretion of Old Women; or, at 
leaſt, by thoſe. who cannot have the ſmalleſt pre- 
tenſions to medical knowledge. 

At the ſame” time it would be a proof of the 
greateſt want of candour not to acknowledge that 
much good has ariſen from the proper and ſkæuful 
exhibition of Dr. James's Powders, in many. caſes 
of fevers. From theſe conſiderations I — 
of opinion, that theſe Powders, or indeed an 
other very powerful and active medicines, ſhviſte 
never be-taken in any acute diſeaſe, bur by the ad- 
vice and direction of a Emme or in his abſenoe 

an Apothecary. - tt iH 

As a confirmation of nd; E lere advanced; I 
refer to the practice of Dr. James himſelf,” who 
always adminiſters his Fever-Powders with great 

eaution and circumſpection, and deſiſts from — 
exhibition of them, when he finds them not 
ate in the manner he wiſhed or expected. bea 
then proper o truſt 2 n ee — 


9 gan hs ho was inn I have * * very in- 
genious remarks relative to Dr. James Fever-Powder; in a 
Pamphlet entitled, Obſervations on Antimony,” read be- 
'fore the Medical Society of London, by John Millar, M. D. 
which have confirmed me in my opinion on this ſobject. 


powerful 
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powerful in its operation, in the hands of the un- 
ſkilful, who are incapable of forming à proper 
judgment either of its good or had effects? | 


I will here beg leave to lay before the Public, a 
cireumſtance which has happened more than once 
within my practice, and which, I doubt not, has 
jkewiſe occurred to many of my brethren: A 
ntleman whom I had been uſed. to attend for 
ſome years, ſent for me after he had been ill two 
days, and informed me, that he had taken Dr. 
James's Fever-Powders without finding himſelf any 
thing the better 3 ſome of the doſes having cauſed 
him to vomit and purge violently, whilſt others 
had a different effect. His ſervant, being an at- 
tentive man, brought me the remaining papers to 
look at, which I put in my pocket, and weighed 
as ſoon as I came home: one weighed three, an- 
other four, and the third upwards of fix grains. 
Now, as much depends on the exhibition of a 
proper quantity of this remedy, and even with that 
advantage its action is extremely uncertain, every 
reaſonable man muſt be convinced, that adminiſter- 
ing a medicine ſo powerful as theſe Fever-Powders 
are in ſo irregular a manner, muſt often be pro- 
ductive of the moſt ſerious conſequences. 13 
I I wiſh to remove the film of prejudice from the 
eyes of the Public, and to make them ſee clearly 
the great impropriety there is in indiſcriminately - 
taking this or any other powerful medicinal pre- 
jon, without the previous advice of a perſon 
qualified to direct its exhibition: and I da affirm, 
that if this caution were more attended to than it 
generally is, much — would be prevented 
in flight complaints, and danger frequently 
avoided in choſe of a more ſcrious nature. g 
_ I hope the Public will be convinced, that in 


much- 


” - 
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much- reſpected Dr. GoLDsMITH, I have no other 
defign than to give them a juſt repreſentation of 
the affair, and to convince them, that my conduct 
therein has been irreproachable: and as a proof 
of my ſincere deſire to render myſelf beneficial to 
mankind, and the preſent unfortunate caſe ſeeming . 
to afford me a proper opportunity, I will take the 
liberty" of laying down a few plain rules, which I 
hope will have a due attention paid to them by 
my readers. FE 34 | tee 

Firſt; To thoſe who ate prepoffeſſed in favour 
of Dr. James's Fever- Powder, and take or prefcribe 
it in too indiſcriminate a manner, I would earneſt- 
ly recommend to keep Apothecaries ſcales and 
weights by them, and whilſt they are in health. 
weigh it out in proper proportions; according to 
the effects they wiſh it ſhould produce, and have 
each parcel of the ſame weight wrapped up; and 
the quantity contained therein wrote on the out- 
fde *: or if proper ſcales and weights cannot be 
readily obtained; to ſend the Powders to a neigh- 
bouring Apothecary, and mention in writing (not 
by a verbal meſſage by ſervants, in a circumſtance 
of ſo much importance) the quantities to be 
weighed our. Many Gentlemen of the Temple, 
&c. whom I have not had the pleaſure of know- 
ing, have been ſo thoroughly convinced of the ne- 
ceſſity of this caution, that they have applied to 
me to have Dr. James's Fever-Powpers properly 
divided; which I always performed with the ut- 
moſt willingneſs, and do not in the leaſt doubr, 
tut that my Brothef- Apothecaries, in a matter of 


* The above rule may to ſome perſons appear triflicg 5 
but they will perhaps change their opinion when they are 1n- 
ſormed, that it is ah undoubred fact, that many keep Dy. 
James's Fever- Powders conſlantly by them when in health, in 
orcer to make uſe of «hen they are occaſionally taken ill. 

; E ſo 
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ſo much importance as the uſe of this very power- 
ful medicine, will be equally ready, when appli- 
cation is made to them, to comply with a requeſt 

of. this kind. 2 STI TT 399 FF 1119799 3 
Secondly, In a caſe of ſo much importance as 
the recovery of health, no perſon! ſhould depend 
too much upon their on judgment; or, what is 
ſtil} worſe, implicitly rely on the judgment of ſuch 
of his ac quaintance who may accidentally drop in 
to viſit him: and who, from being engaged in 
pudſuits of a different nature, cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be poſſeſſed of medical knowledge. I have 
frequently, after reaſoning with my patient, per- 
haps my friend, upon a ſubject ſo important as 
the uſe or abuſe of Dr. James's Fever-Powders, 
been ſilenced by the arrival of an acquaintance, 
who finding his friend's indiſpoſition to be a fe- 
veriſh complaint, has immediately adviſed the tak- 
ing of this active and powerful medicine, without 
aſking. any previous queſtion whatever, which 
might lead to a knowledge of the propriety or 
impropriety of ſuch advice. And here I cannot 
avoid making one additional remark, which is, 
That when a medicine, potent in its operation, is 
once taken, the die is caſt. Ihe natural conle- 
quences of the preparation, whether beneficial or 
| pernicious, will inevitably follow; and that friend 
or acquaintance whole officious tencerneſs has led 
him to recommend (for, want of an adequate de- 
gree of knowledge) an improper medicine, cannot, 
after it has once been adminiſtered, prevent or 
counteract its effects, however dangerous or fatal. 
He cannot then check thoſc inceſſant vomitings, 
purgings, and other increaſed ſecretions, which 
the Fever - Potoder too frequently produces; nor 
can he reſtore the muſcular and vaſcular ſtrength, 
when reduced to. che loweſt,cbb by the violent 


45 operation 


[or 1 

operation of this, or any other powerful medicine. 
IJ am the rather induced to make this obſervation, 
from the preſent reigning propenſity to quackery, 
which has been excited by the numerous adver- 
tiſements of NosTruMs (the productions of artful, 
Intereſted, and often ignorant men) which perpe- 
tually appear in the News- -papers, as well as by 
hand- bills offered us in the public ſtreets, to the 
diſgrace of our police; and-by which means the 
unwary, as well as the too credulous wealthy peo- 
ple in this country, are moſt nen and ſome- 
times fatally injured. 

Thirdly, I could wiſh it were poſſible (for the 
writer, though a perſon of no great conſequence 
in lite, has the moſt friendly diſpoſitions to all 
mankind) to perſuade the generality of people, 
and more particularly thoſe of rank or opulence, 
who are apt to be the molt impatient when attack- 
ed with any diforder, To HAVE A LITTLE MORE 
PATIENCE AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF A Dis- 
BASE 3 and though they ſhould be ſeized with a 
violent head-ach, pain in their limbs, hear, and 

other febrile ſymptoms ; or, indeed, the ſymp- 
toms of any acute diſeaſe, whether topical or ge- 
neral Inflammations, Rheumaric Fever, &c. not 
too precipitately to apply (expecting immediate 
eale and relief) to Dr. James's Powders, or any 
other very powerful active medicine; for altho? 
theſe ſymptoms may be extremely difagreeable to 
bear, yet a very ſhort time has often produced a 
total freedom from this uneaſy ſituation ; and [ 
dare ſay that every Practitioner, as well as mykclf, 
bas ſcen innumerable inſtances, particulaily in fe- 
veriſn attacks, wherein by going to bed. and 
drinking two or three half pints of warm Moun- 
tain-whey, or other warm diluting liquors, 2 


r ſweat has broken out in an hour or two, 
ta. „ which 


> hat 
which excretion has carried off all the ſymptoms. 
that produced ſuch ſtrong apprehenſions in the 
perſon taken ill; and I will venture to affirm, that 
greater numbers have done well at the beginning 
of Fevers, and other acute diſeaſes, by acting in 
the above manner, than by taking Dr. Fames's 
Powders; though the Public Ledger does indeed 
inform us, almoſt every day, that this celebrated 
Noſtrum * will generally cure a Fever in a few 
hours, though attended with every bad ſymp- 
* tom.” But | will take upon me to aſſert, that 
many perſons, by attending to the above precau- 
tions, have immediately put a ſtop to the diſeaſe, 
and thereby prevented thoſe dangerous conſe- 
quences which were to be apprehended from it; 
whereas, if they had taken the Fever-Powpers, 
or indeed any other very powerful medicine, they 
would have ſo much interrupted Nature in the 
| courſe of her operations, as to prevent her giving 
Y her kind aſſiſtance in the further progreſs of the 
= diſorder : and I am certain, that the injudicious 
application of potent remedies, at the beginning 
of diſeaſes, has not only been product ive of long 
and tedious illneſſes, but has too frequently occa- 
fioned the loſs of a truly valuable life to the com- 
munity . For it is an indiſputable axiom, that 
2 when- 
© Dr. Millar, in the Pamphlet before referred to, has the 
following obſervations relative to the uſe of Dr. James's Fe- 
ver- Peder. In the courſe,” ſays he, of morc than 
„twenty years practice, though I have never preſcribed this 
% medicine, yet 1 haye not, after fairly Fo 12 my opi- 
nion, oppoſed its being given when deſired by t kick or 


«« their relations; and as the cure, where I have been con- 

e cerned, has been wholly committed to it, without the ad- 
dition of any medicine,' or even regimen, excepting what 

«« is deſcribed in the printed directions, or what the inveator 

« himfelf has ordered, ſome fair opportunities have occur- 
«« red of obſerving ics effects; to which, and to every other 

wry | * infor- 


=” 
whenever powerful means are adminiſtered, if the 
conſequences are not beneficial, they mult be ex. 
ceedingly pernicious, and perhaps fatal and ir- 
reparable, | 
Principiis obſta is an excellent maxim, and what 
I would recommend to every one; take care in 
the beginning of a diſorder, and you will nine 
times out of ten ſave yourſelf the trouble of ap- 
lying to any powerful Noſtrum whatever; for it 
requently happens that-when the diſeaſe has ob- 
tained full poſſeſſion, ſerò medicina paratur. 

The deſire I have to warn mankind againſt the 
fatal effects produced by the indiſcriminate exhi- 
bition of various potent medicines, has poſſibly 
betrayed me into an improper warmth of expreſ- 


ſion (perhaps not altogether ſo prudent far one in 


my preſent ſituation of life) which I flatter myſelf 
will be excuſed by the humane and ſenſible part of 
the Public, when it is. conſidered, that the pre- 
ſervation of the lives of my feliow-creatures was 
the principal incitement to it. | ” 

I could here expatiate amply on the uſe of 
bleeding, bliſters, antimonials, and other potent 


„ information that could be obtained, with a mind open to 
« conviction, I have carefully attended. Bur in this, as in 
« all our former reſearches, the evidence has been unfavour- 
4% able to the fame of the Powder. 
« In ſome inſtances it has occaſioned fainting, convulſions, 
% and Other violent ſymptoms, which terrified thoſe who 
«« gate it. In all which I have ſeen it has proved unſucceſs- 
* ful, though, in ſome caſes, the cure has afterwards been 
* accompliſhed by ſafer methods; and in thoſe where it 
% was too late to uſe any other remedies, the ſick have died, 
«+ although it was probable they might have recovered by a 
«« different management, which has ſucceeded in fimilar in+ 
** ſtances; but from an abuſed and miſplaced confidence, 
1 has been too ofien ſet afide to make way for this favourite 
« medicine. Qg/ervations an Latimeny, page 92, 93. 
16 remedies 
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remedies in acute diſeaſes ; but the preſent un- 
happy occaſion requiring a ſpeedy publication of 
this little production, my other avocations will not 

rmit me at preſent to think of it. But if 1 
ſhould be bleſſed with health and opportunity, I 
may poſſibly, at ſome future period, trouble the 
Public with my ſentiments on theſe important 
means of relief and recovery; and endeavour to 
ſhew, upon rational and conſiſtent principles, that 
theſe very-powerful medical applications require 
the cleareſt ideas of the cauſes and progreis of 
difeaſes, to render them truly uſeful in the heal- 
ing art. 1. . 22 
I have now finiſhed the relation of this unhappy 
caſe, and thoſe obſervations to which it has given 
riſe; and I apprehend, that the hints which 1 have 
thrown out on the too early application of power- 
ful remedies, in the beginning of acute diſeaſes, 
cannot be wholly improper. I have, indeed, been 
the more ſtimvlated to this publication by the 
opinion of ſome of my friends; who in the rela- 
tion of the caſe, requeſted me to make it public 
for the general good, and with a view to prevent 
ſuch unfortunate incidents in future. I was at firſt 
rather averſe to this; but as Dr. GorpsMiTH's 
death is now become a ſubject of general converſa- 
tion, and various reports have been propagated 
reſpecting my conduct, during my attendance 
upon him, I hope the Public will do me the juſtice 
to believe, that no vain deſire of appearing in the 
character of an Author, has occaſioned the pub- 
cation of theſe pages; but that a ſolicitude to 
give a juſt r eloaration of the beginning of the 
Doctor's illoeſs, and to prevent, as much as in my 
power, the indiſcriminate and injudicious applica- 


. tion of any very powerful medicine, were the only 


7; motives 


L 35 +} 
motives that induced me to ſubmit this to the in- 
ſpection of the Public. | 

As theſe were really the motives to which this 
publication owes its origin, I hope my readers will 
be ſufficiently equitable and candid to give them 
their full force; and if they do this, and endea- 
vour to profit by the relation of this unfortunate 
caſe, and the few plain rules which I have laid 
down to prevent an improper treatment of perſon 

in thoſe of a ſimilar nature, I ſhall think myſe 
abundantly rewarded ; and that any trouble with 
which this appeal to the Public may have been 
attended, has been much more than ſufficiently 
compenſated. „ od ad, 
Before I conclude, it may not be improper to 
obſerve, (as a kind of apology for ſome particu: 
lars which are before related to have paſſed be- 
tween me and Dr. GoLDsMITH) that he was bred 
a Phyſician, and therefore it was natural to con- 
verſe with him on the ſubject of his diſorder in a 
medical manner; but his attention had been ſo 
wholly abſorbed by polite literature, that it pre- 
vented him from making any great 3 in 
medical ſtudies. As an clegant Writer, he will 
always be held in the higheſt eſteem by all perſons 
of true taſte. His Traveller and Deſerted Village 
are deſervedly numbered amongſt the beſt poetical 
productions of the preſent age; and ſome of his 
eſſays, and other pieces, are very advantageouſly 
diſtinguiſhed by genuine wit and native humour. 
It ſhould alſo be r:membered, that he was not 
only an excellent writer, but a molt amiable man. 
His humanity and generolity greatly exceeded the 
narrow limits of his fortune ; and thole who were 
no judges of the literary merit of the Author, 
could not but love the Man for that benevolence 
by which he was ſo ſtrongly characteriſed, 
N. B. 
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VN. B. As my late reſpected and ingenious 
friend, Dr. Gol psuirn, was pleaſed to honour 
Dr. Cogan and myſelf with his patronage and aſ- 
fiſtance ix THE UNDERTAKING FOR THE REC0- 
VERY OF PERSONS APPARENTLY DEAD BY DROWN- 


ING, AND OTHER SUDDEN ACCIDENTS, now on the 


point of being eſtabliſhed in this kingdom; I think 
cannot ſhew a greater proof of my eſteem for the 
deceaſed, than by applying the profits of this 


Publication (if any ſhould ariſe) to an inſtitution, 


the delign of which was favoured with his ap- 
probation, = 5 
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"APPENDIX 


HOEVER publiſhes any obſervations to 
the world, however calculated for general 
utility, which may have a tendency to give of- 
fence to intereſted people, and be ſuppoſed un- 
favourable to their views, will be ſure to meet 
with illiberal attacks from them, or from their 
m_ This has been my caſe, in conſequence 
of my having printed this Pamphlet. I have been 
treated in the Newſpapers with much illiberality, 
on account of the obſervations which I have made 
concerning the injurious and pernicious uſe of Dr. 
| Jamss's Powpers. It was ſuppoſed that my pub- 
lication might be prejudicial to the /ale of this fa- 
mous medicine, and therefore I incurred the indig- 
nation of thoſe who derive large pecuniary profits 
from it. But as I am conſcious of the uprightneſs of 
my own intentions, I am little concerned at the 
abuſe of mercenary people. However, as I have a 
great deference for the opinion of the candid Pub- 
lic, I have thought it not improper to ſubjoin to 
this Edition a few additional remarks on the ſub- 
ject, and on ſome obſervations which have appear- 
ed in the Newſpapers relative to my conduct. I 
was, indeed, ſomewhat prepared for the ſcurrility 
# which has been thrown out againſt me, by a very 
expreſſive declaration which Mr. Francis New- - 
bery, jun, made to me himſelf, and the * 
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of which could not be miſtaken; namely, that 
% ſay what I would, Th: FEVER- POWDER was 
*© His PROPERTY AND HE WOULD DEFEND IT," 

Mr. N WEBER alſo thought proper, with a can- 
dour worthy of himſelf, to inſinuate, though with- 
out the leaſt foundation, that the Fever- Powder 
which way taken by Dr. GoL,psMiTn, and which 
was ſent to him from my ſhop, was not the ge- 
nuine ſort. To this I anſwer, That as this Me- 
dicine is in ſuch general vogue that almoſt every 
Apothecary is obliged to keep it, it has alſo occa- 
ſionally been ſold at my ſhop ; but ! ſolemnly de- 
clare that I have never ſold any but what was 
bought by me, or my ſervant, at Mr. Newbery's, 
and that this was the caſe with that which was 
taken by Dr. GaLDsMITH. And therefore I think 
there can be no impropriety in inſerting here the 
following Declarations, alchaugh they have already 
appeared in the Public 3 and thoſe by 
whom theſe Declarations were made, are ready to 
atteſt the truth of the particulars upon cath, if 
47 Hh 


* * N n fans; ® » 


I declare that Dr. GOLDSMITH refuſed having 
any medicines adminiſtered to him whatever, ex- 
cepting Dr. James's Poder; upon which 1 re- 

turned to my maſter's houſe, and carried one 
- Naper, which I took from the packet, and divided 
it into four parts, that it might be adminiſtered in 
proper doſes. And I further declare, that it was 
the Genuine Feuer- Potader bought at the ſhop of 
Francis Newbery, } jun. in St. Paul's Church- yard. 


May 1, 1754 EDMUND DEARNS, 
1 Journeyman to Mr. Hawes, 


Edmund 


SS 


4 1 « * 

Epmund Dran xs called upon me about twelve 
b*clock on Friday night, the 25th of March, to 
hold the candle; I ſaw him take out ſomething 
wrapped up on MARBLE PAPER, AND A LARGE 
BROAD SEAL ON IT. I aſked him what that was ? 
He broke the ſeal, and at the ſame time ſaid, Ir 
was James's PowWDER. This I do declare to be 
true, and am ready to certify upon oath, if re- 


quired, 
MARY PRATT, 


Servant to Mr. Hawes. 
8 * * * 


In juſt ice to my Friend and Truth, I think it 
proper ro CONTRADICT Mas. SMITH IN ONE Ob 
HER ASSERTIONS IN NEWBERY'S PARAGRAPH, On 
the gth of April I called on Mr. Hawes, to go 
with me to ſpend the evening in the Strand, He 
told me he muſt wait a few minutes, as he had 
ordered Dr. GoLDsM1TH's Nurle to call to be paid. 
She went into his parlour behind the ſhop, and, I 
believe, was there about five minutes. in going 
out through the ſhop, Mr. Hawes ſays to the 
Nurſe, © Nurſe, for God's fake, whenever you are 
« ſent for again to people that are ill, always de- 
& fire them not to take James's Powder, without 
5: the conſent or advice of ſome phyſical man.” 
She made anſwer and ſaid, Six, | will ;” and 
| ſaid not another word on the ſubject. It required, 
I will teltify the above on oath. | 


Fleet-firect, No. 73, W. TOWNSEND. 
May 1, 1774 | 
* iS 40 * - 4 


| [ a } | | 
It deſerves to be remembered, that Mr. New- 


 BERy in the Declarations which he has, by ſome 


means or other, procured from the Nurſe, Mary 
Ginger, &c. appears himſelf to admit, that Dr. 
Got D$M1TH received great injury from the Pow- - 
der, but pretends it was not Dr. James's. I have 
given the beſt evidence that the nature of the caſe 
will admit, and am ready to authenticate it in the 
Arongeſt manner, that the Powder taken by Dr. 
GOLDSMITH was really that fold at Newbery's for 


James genuine Fever- Powder. If then Dr. Gol o- 
 $MITH was greatly injured, as even Mr, Newbery 


himſelf ſuppoſes, by the Fever Powder taken by 


him, it was no other than Dr. James's, bought at 
Francis Newbery's, jun. in St. Paul's church-yard. 


With reſpect to an objection that has been made, 
that if I diſapproved of the uſe of the Fever- Pow- 
der in Dr. GoLpsMITH's caſe, I ſhould not have 
ſuffered it to be ſent to him from my ſhop; in 
order to judge rightly of this matter, the uſual 
practice of Apothecaries ſhould be confidered. 

hough we may diſapprove of the exhibition of 


ſuch a medicine as this, yet it has come into ſuch 
general uſe, that it is never ſuppoſed that we 


have a right to refuſe it in Fever cafes, if the pa- 


tient or his friends inſiſt on it; and more eſpecial- 


I make uſe of this expreſſion, becauſe I have good reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, that ſome improper arta have been uſed to pre- 
yail on the nurſe, Mary Ginger, &c. to fign the Declarations 
by Mr. Newbery ; for as to the Norſe in particular, ſhe 
made uſe of a very different language to me, from that inſert- 


ed in the printed Declaration, to which her name is affixed. 


And of this the teſtimony of Mr: Townſend is a ſufficient 
evidence. | | 

N. B. It may be proper alſo here to inform the Public, 
that Mr. MaxwELL has aſſured me his name was inſerted in 
the Public Advertiſer (in order to ſupport Mr. Newbery's 
Declarations) without his conſent or approbation, or even 
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as 
ly to a Gentleman, like Dr. GoLpsMITHn, who had 
been himſelf in ſome degree engaged in the pro- 


feſſion of Phyſic. I thought I had done my duty, 
by earneſtly remonſtrating againſt the uſe of a me- 
dicine which I ſuppoſed to be improper in his caſe. 
It ſhould alſo be remembered, that though I diſap- 
proved of Dr. GoLDsMITH's taking Dr. James's 
| Powder, I could not poſſibly determine with cer- 
tainty that it would be productive of ſuch fatal 
effects. But when theſe had unfortunately taken 
place, I thought it an acT or pur to the Public 
to make the affair ſo generally known, as to 

people on their guard againſt an injudicious and 
indiſcriminate uſe ef this, or any other very power- 


ful and active medicine; and for this, I v 
hend, I could not be cenſured by any capdid or 
equitable man; and the rather, as I had no more 


intereſt in diſcouraging the ſale of the Fever-Pow- 
der, than I had in promoting it. 

Since the publication of my Pamphlet, much 
Pains has been taken to propagate in the papers 
an account of Six THomas Ropinson being cured 
of a Fever by Ds. JAuxs's PowDzs. Suppoſing 
this account to be ſtrictly true, it diſproves no- 


thing which I have advanced in my publication. 


I always admitted, that it was a good medicine in 
ſome caſes of Fevers; and only condemned its be- 
ing exhibited in Fevers of every kind, without a 
due conſideration of the eſſential difference in 
ſuch complaints. It is, however, ſomewhat un- 
favourable to the reputation of a medicine which 
is ſo generally uſed, that only one ſucceſsful caſe 
| ſhould be produced in about three months. This 
ſeems rather to corroborate the ſentiments of Dr. 
MilLAx, that it is more frequently unſucceſsful, 
or pernicious, than otherwile. 


As 
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As my concern in the management of the late 
Dr. GorLpsMitH's affairs has made ſome noiſe, 1 
think it proper, in juſtice to my own character, to 
publiſh the following Letter. 


| Mr. HAWES, | Lonbori, Jux 10, i714: 
| IXa few hours I purpoſe leaving town, and 
U no return you moſt ſincere thanks for your kind 
( behaviour to me ſince my arrival here: I allo am 


! thoroughly convinced of your care, aſſiduity, and 
q | diligence, with reſpect to my brother Doctor 
= . GoLpsMiTH. I am alſo convinced; that as his 
affairs were put into your hands by Sir Joſhua 
Reynolds, he could have choſe no one who would 
have acted with more cautien and diſintereſtedneſs 
than you have done; for which you have my 
ſincere wiſhes for the welfare of you and your's. 
—I am, Sir, with thanks and reſpects to your 


4 ++ Your much obliged humble Servant; 
| 8 © MAURICE GOLDSMITH, 
il * TY TOY UE. "I 


Sir JosHva REvnoLDs, Mr. Bux kx, Mr. Borr, 
and others of Dr. GoLpsMiTn's beſt and moſt 
eſteemed friends, have alſo teſtified their appro- 
bation of my conduct. 


'F ry * * — * * 


The following letter having been communis 
cated to me, 1t would be, perhaps, a kind of in- 
juſtice to the Public to conceal it; but I ſhall 


leave them to make their own obſcrvations on it. 
| Pn 


"TT 13 
To Mr. HAWES: 


Sin, | 
AS there has been ſome altercation int 
public papers relating to Fames's Fever-Pow 
in reſpect to Dr. GoLDsMITH taking it, it beco - 
neceſſary to explain to the Public ſome facts in 
regard to the preparations of that Powder. —A 
PERSON now 1s, and has been employed for many 
years to make it, who is often much in liquor at 
the time ſhe is going through the proceſs, which takes 
up many hours before a ſtrong fire. Without 
doubt, this may occaſion the Powder not always to 
be made alike, and many times improperly pre- 
pared ; and when ſo, it of courſe may not have the 
defired effeft on thoſe who take it, To prove this, 
let the ſpecific gravity of it made at different times 
be tried, and it will be found to vary much: this 
has been done many times accurately, by an hy- 
droſtatical ballance, by a perſon who had an op- 
portunity of knowing when Powders of different 
makings were delivered to the perſon who puts it 
into papers, in order to be ſealed up. A meaſure 
is made uſe of for that purpoſe. This meaſure, 
though filled always exactly alike, will for the 
above reaſons ſometimes produce twenty grains, 
ſometimes upwards, to nearly thirty grains; con- 
ſequently the powder will differ in its QuaLITY 
AND EFFICACY.—The perſon who has proved it as 
above, knows the exact proceſs of making theſe _ 
Powders, and he is certain it requires A PERSON 
TO BE SOBER, 3 AND or JUDGMENT, 
TO GO THROUGH THE OPERATION OF MAKING IT 
PROPERLY AND ALWAYS ALIKE.—The whole of 
the above will be atteſted, if neceſſary. 
I am, Sir, your obedient humble Servant, 
2 MEANWELL. 
The Writer of the above communicated his name to me, 


and I can give information concerning him to any Gentle- 
man of character who may require it. 
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I fhall likewiſe take this opportunity of ſub- 
Joining the following letters which have been pub- 
lickly addreſſed to me. 

S To Mr. HAWES. 

A 1 

J have read your little publication with atten- 
tion and pleaſure. The great caution and mo- 
deration with which you ſpeak of that celebrated 

Powder, does you honour, and adds weight to 
your narrative. No one will doubt of the Jus ric 
of your remarks, but a Nos run VEND ER, and 
a.NosTRUM SWALLOWER, It is as clear an axiom 
ag any that can be laid down, That there is no 
medicine particularly active in its effects, but what 

may be of pernicious conſequence injudiciouſly 
adminiſtered ; it is no leſs obvious, that nine per- 
ſons out of ten, who take them of their own ac- 
cord, take them improperly.— The concluſion is 
equally obvious. „ 5 

The public character of Dr. Gol bsirn has 
given you a fair opportunity of exhibiting to the 
world one example of the horrid deeds done in the 
dark by powerful medicines, in the hands of the 
patient himſelf, or of his nurſe; and there is every 
reaſon to fear, that were all the inſtances of their 
fatal effects equally brought forth to public view, 
they would infinitely exceed (without the aſſiſtance 
too) the numerous affidavits of ſucceſs 


of N 
with which our papers are crowded, 
here is one thing remarkable in the declara- 
tion of Dr. GoLpsMiTH's attendants in his laſt ill- 
nels. They attribute his death to the Powders 
your ſervant adminiſtered. Nay, Mr. Newbery 


himſelf 


(wi. 

himſelf teſts his cauſe upon this article; But as 
you have now convinced the world that theſe were 
Dr. James's Powders, and given in a prudent 
doſe, Mr. Newbery muſt be forced to acknow- 
ledge that Dr. James's Powders have done this in- 
jury to the unhappy victim, and to the Public. I 
hope this ſhocking event will make the venders of 
advertiſed medicines more moderate in their aſ- 
ſertions, as well as teach the purchaſers to be a 
little more circumſpect in the uſe of them. 


5 4 Friend to the Public. 
To the Printer of the Morne CHRONICLE: 


SIR, | 

There is hardly any thing which gives a man 
of candour and equity mote concern, than the 
frequent inſtances which we ſee in the world o 
perſons of worth and humanity being expoſed to 
cenſure and calumny, for no other reaſon than 
their having laboured to render themſelves uſeful 
members of Society. | 
Me have a remarkable inſtance of this in the 
caſe of Mr. Hawes, who attended the late Dr. 
GoLDSMITH as an Apothecary during his late ill- 
neſs z of the circumſtances of which he has lately” 
publiſhed a fair, candid, and accurate account, 
But for his conduct in this affair, for which he is 
entitled to the thanks of the Public, he has been 
treated in an injurious manner in the Newſpapers. 
The cauſe of this is ſufficiently apparent. Mr. 
Hawes was thoroughly convinced, that Dr. James's 
Powder had been highly injurious in Dr. Go p- 
 $MITH'S caſe, and he very frankly publiſhed that 
opinion. He could not have acted fairly by the 


Public, had he done otherwiſe ; but at the ſame 
2 E time 


tt 
time he candidly acknowledged, that this Medicine, 
in many cafes of Fevers, was highly beneficial, 
and through the whole of his pamphlet he has 
treated Dr. James himſelf with great decency and 
politenefs. In what he has ſaid of theſe Powders, 
when adminiſtered irregularly, and in improper 
caſes, he will hardly be contradicted by one man 
of ſenſe in the kingdom, who is any judge of me- 
dical matters, and who is not intereſted in the ſale 
of theſe Powders. | Dr. MiLLAR, in his Treatiſe 
on Antimony lately.publiſhed, has ſpoken more 
ſtrongly of the pernicious effects of the Fever- 
Pewders than Mr. Hawzs has done; and has in- 
timated, that he ſcarcely ever knew them to pro- 
duce any good effects to patients in ſuch caſes. 
Mr. Hawes is more favourable to theſe Powders ; 
he acknowledges they. may be uſeful in ſome caſes 
of Fevers, though highly injurious in others; and 
his obſervations on this ſubject will, I believe, be 
approved of by every impartial perſon who pe- 
ruſes his pamphlet. 5 2 | 
Upon the whole, the part which Mr. Hawts 

has taken in this affair is perfectly conſiſtent with 
the general humanity of his character, and which 
has led him with Dr. Cocan to be ſo aſſiduous in 
eftabliſbing in this kingdom an inſtitution for the 
RxcovrRy or PERSONS APPARENTLY DEAD BY 
DROWNING, An inſtitution of the ſame kind has 
been the means of ſaving many perſons from dea'h 
in HoLLavxp-; and has been lately ſct on foot by 
the higheſt authority in France. And the Society 
now formed by Dr. Cocan and Mr, Hawes, 
under the patronage of our prefent worthy Lox p- 
Maror, bids fair to be productive of the molt 
ſalutary conſequences in this kingdom. 

A Friend to Hunanih. 


7 I have 


* 


I have now finiſhed my Ar RN Dx, and ſubmit 
the whole to the candid Public; and ſhall only 
add, that if by the various and mean arts uſed by 
the proprietors and venders of Quack Medicines, 
to give their noſtrums ſanction with the Public, 
men were only deprived of ſome of their property, 
it would comparatiyely be a matter of little con- 
ſideration; but when the lives of men are often 
loſt, or endangered, in conſequence of quack ad- 
vertiſements, inſerted with no better view than 

that of vending half. crown powders, &c. it then 
becomes the duty of every honeſt man to point 
out the danger neceſſarily attendant on thoſe per- 
ſons who are ſo ready to be deluded by the puffs 
of noſtrum-mongers ; and if I have the happi- 
neſs to be of any ſervice to my fellow-creatures by 
this publication, 1 ſhall pay but little regard to 
the cenſures of the intereſted and malevolent, 
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ADDRESS to the PUBLIC, 


S THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS relates 
to a ſubje& in which every individual is in- 
tereſted, the writer wiſhes to render the knowledge 
of it as general as poſſible, and for that reaſon has 
thought proper to publiſh it. 
The cuſtom of laying out the bodies of the perſons 
| ſuppoſed to be dead, as ſoon as reſpiration ceaſes, 
and the interment of them before the ſigns of pu- 
trefaction appear, has been frequently oppoſed by 
men of learning and humanity in this and other 
countries. MONS. BRUHIER, in particular, a 

phyſician of great eminence in Paris, publiſhed a 
piece, about thirty years ago, intitled, “ The Un- 
certainty of the Signs of Death ,” in which he 
clearly proved, from the teſtimonies of various 
authors, and the atteſtations of unexceptionable 
witneſſes, that many perſons who have been buri- 
ed alive, and were providentially diſcovered in that 
ſtate, had been reſcued from the grave, and enjoyed 
the pleaſures of ſociety for ſeveral years after, 

But notwithſtanding the numerous and well au- 
thenticated fads of this kind, the cuſtom above- 
mentioned remains in full force. As ſoon as the 
Jemblance of death appears, the chamber of the ſick 

- IS 


i 3 

is deſerted by friends, relatives, and phy ſicians: 
and the apparently dead, though frequently living 
body, is committed to the management of an ig- 
norant and unfeeling nurſe, whoſe care extends no 
farther than lay ing the limbs ſtraight; and ſecuring 
her accuſtomed ſpoil. The bed cloaths are im- 
mediately removed, and the body is expoſed to 
the air, which, when cold, muſt extinguiſh the little 
ſpark of life that may remain, and which, by a dif- 
ferent treatment, might have been kindled into 
flame. 

Jam willing, however, to hope, that ſince it 
has of late been ſo. frequently demonſtrated, that 
the vital principle may exiſt, where the character- 
1ltics of death, except putrefaction, are preſent, the 
rational part of the community are, at length, diſ- 
poſed to pay ſome attention to this ſubject. 

With that hope I ſhall venture to particularize 
a few of the caſes in which this fal!acious appear- 
ance is moſt likely to happen, and point out the 
mode of treatment, which according to the beſt of 
my judgment, ſhould be reſpectioely adopted. 

IN APOPLECTIC AND FAINTING FITS, 
and in thole ariſing from any violent agitation of 
mind, and alſo when opium or ſpirituous liquors 


have been taken in too great a quantity +, there is 
<2 ay = realon 


* Alluding to the motto of the medal given by the Humane | 
Society, Latear Scintillula Foran. 5 ; 

+ 1 ſhould think myſelf exiremely culpable if I negleQed 
this opportunity of cautioning parents and nur/es againſt the 
free uſe of GopFety's Cox bil. It is a ſtrong ſolution of 
opium, and, ] am perſuaded, that the fleep it produces, has. 
proved the frep of death to thouſands of childcen, When 
this poiſonous cordial has been given in a dangerous doſe, 
and a diſcovery of it is made, before the power of ſwallow- 
jag is loft, it will be adviſeable to give the child a tea-ſpoon- 


tel of jpecacuan wine every quarter of an hour, till the con- 
.. tents 


* 1 


reaſon to believe that the appearance of death has 
been frequently miſtaken for the reality. In theſe 


caſes, the means recommended by the Humane So- 
ciety, ſhould be perſevered in for ſeveral hours, 
and bleeding, which, in ſimilar circumſtances, has 


ſometimes proved pernicious, fhould be uſed with 
great cautioͤn. a 


In the two latter inſtances it will be highly ex- 
pedient, with a view of counteracting the ſopbori- 


Fc effects of opium and ſpirits, to convey into the 


ſtomach, by a proper tube, a ſolution of tartar 
emetic, and” by various other means, to excite 


| vomiting. 4 


FROM THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN 
carried off by convulfions, and the certainty, ariſing 
from undoubted facts. that ſome who have in ap- 
pearance died from that cauſe, have been recover- 
ed *, there is the greateſt reaſon tor concluding, 


rents of the ſtomach are diſcharged. Ser alli page 29 of the 
Examination f the Rev. Mr. y Wefiy's Primitive Phyfic, in- 
rer/perſed with Medical remarks, and practical chjerwations, pub- 
lithed by th: prefent writer. © © © 

* A remarkable fact of this kind may be found in the 
E phemerid. Med ico Phyſ— Germ. Ann. Oct. the ſubſtance 


of which is as follows :---A girl, zbout feven years of age, 


who bd been for ſome weeks before troubled with a bad 


 covgh, was tvdden]y ſeized with a fit; a phyfician was im- 


mediately ſcut for, who, finding that the heart and lungs had 
ceaſed to perform their funQions, that her lips and cheeks 
were pale, and her temples ſunk, concluded that life was ir- 
recoverably loſt. For the ſatisſactian, Lowerer, of her affli- 
ed parents, a clyſter wes zdminiftered, and her wriſts were 
chaſed with ſptu uaus water; but no fign cf life -appearivg, 
the ſoles of the feet were ordered to be rubbed with Prong 
trine ; and the fiition was continued, without intermiffion, 
three quarters of an hour; at the end of which time ſhe be- 
gan to breathe, The friction was then increaſed; two or 
three deep inſpirations followed,” and in a ſhort time the 
child, who was ſoppoſcd to be dead by the phyboian, as weil 
as the by-ſtancers, was, to the ſurpriſe of both, and the 
great jay of her parents, reſtored to life and kealch. . 

: that 
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that many, in conſequence. of this diſeaſe, have 
been prematurely numbered among the dead; and 
that the fond parent, by neglecting the means of 
recalling life, has often been the guiltleſs executi- 

oner of her own offspring. 5 5 
Jo prevent the commiſſion of ſuch dreadful 
miſtakes, no child, whoſe life has been apparently 
extinguiſhed by convulſions, ſhould be configned 10 
the grave, till the means of recovery above recom- 
mended in apoplexies, &c. have been tried; and, 
if poſſible, under the direction of ſome /4ilful 
praditioner of medicine, who may vary them as 

circumſtances ſhall require. OTE 
- WHEN FEVERS ARISE IN WEAK HA. 
BITS, or when the cure of them has been princi- 
pally attempted. by means of depletion, the con- 
ſequent debility is often very great, and the pati- 
ent ſometimes ſinks into a ſtate which bears /o 
cloſe an affinity to that of death, that I am afraid, 
it has too often deceived the by-ſtander, and in- 
duced them to ſend for the undertaker, when they 
ſhould bave had reczurſe to the ſuccours of medi- 
I ſuch caſes, Volatiles, Eau de luce, for ex- 
ample, ſhould be applied to the noſe, rubbed on 
the temples, and ſprinkled often about the bed; 
hot flannels, moiſtened with a ſtrong ſolution ot 
camphorared ſpirit, may likewiſe be applied over 

the breaſt, and renewed every quarter of an hour; 
and as foon as the patient is able to ſwallow, a tra- 
Jof the ſtrongeſt cordial ſhould be given 
every five minutes. | Fee: e 
The fame methods may alſo be uſed with pro- 
priety in the SMALL POX, when the puftulcs 
fink, and death apparently enſues ; and likewiſe 
in am other acute Hefe, when the vital ſunttions 
are ſuſpended for a ſimilar cauſe, _ Woes | 


n 
EVEN IN OLD AGE, when life ſeems to have 
been gradually drawing to a cloſe, the — ances 

of death are often fallacious. 

Not many years ſince, a lady in ce 

more than eighty years of age, who had been a 

6 conſiderable time declining, took to her bed, ; 

* and, in a few days, ſeemingly expired in the 

* motning. As ſhe had often deſired not to be 

buried, till ſhe had been two days dead, her re- 

5 quett was to have been regularly complied with 
„ by her relations. All that ſaw her looked upon 
e her as dead, and the report was current through 

** the whole place; nay, a gentleman of the town 

* actually wrote to his friend in the iſland of Scil- 

c ly, that ſhe was deceaſed. But one of thoſe who. 

„were paying the laß kind office of humanity to 

t“ her remains, perceived ſome warmth about the 

cc 

cc 


2 * yn ai 
A. 
* = - 1 


8 ee e r = ; 


8 


a. 


middle of the back, and acquainting her friends 
with it, they applied a mirrour to her mouth; 
but after repeated trials, could not obſerve it 
in the leaſt gained; her under jaw was likewiſe 
“ fallen, as the common phraſe is, and, in ſhort, 
„ ſhe had every appearance of a dead perſon. All 
* this time ſhe had not been ſtripped or uadreſied, 
„ but the windows were as is uſual in the 
* chambers of the deceaſed. In the evening, tbe 
heat ſeemed to increaſe, and at We ſhe was 
* perceived to breathe.“ | 
See Lond. Chron. vol. IV. P. 465+ | 


It was the. intention of the writer to publiſh a 
work upon this ſubject, but as his various avoca- 
tions will not permit him to carry that deſign into 
execution, he thought ĩt his duty to throw out the 


above hints; and if they ſhould be the means of 
* one perſon from "mp es out; or. 
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what is more horrible, Buried alive, it will afford 

the writer a pleaſure of the nobleſt kind, that, 
ariſing from the conſciouſneſs of _ good to his 

fellow-creatures. | 


Paiſerove Place, Sept. 5. W. HAWES. 


P. S, If that regard * paid to the above ad- 
dreſs, which the ſubject of it ſeems to demand, 
and am life or lives be ſaved in conſequence of the 
hiats that I have thrown out, the communication 
of any ſuch inſtances of ſucceſs, will be eſteemed a 
particular favour; as it will afford the moſt ſolid 
pleaſure, and be a ſatisfaFory evidence that a man, 


_ who labours to promote the intereſts of humavity, 


will be attended to by the Public, 


To 


Far 
1%." d e RIES 
In Reply to the Addreſs ſigned 
W.-H, AW E 8. 
PINIONS a in error. where they have 
a tendency to affect the public welfare, can- 


not be too early refuted. The ſubſequent cur- 
ſory remarks are left to be enlarged on by thoſe 


Whoſe abilities and ſi tuation are more favourable 


for ſuch diſcuſſion. 
The general addreſs, relative to the protradtion re- 


commended in burying the dead, is by far of a more 
alarming nature than any thing that has hitherto 


tranſpired, reſpecting our martial operations on the 


other ſide of the Atlantic. Dreadful might be 
the reſult, ſhould ſuch advice be univerſally ad- 
hered to. Diſeaſe has ever proved more fatal than 


the weapons of art; and the adoption of the ſen- 


timents alluded to, would be to produce a general 


peſtilence. . 
The author inſinuates, that the dead ſhould not 


be interred, or rather, that they ſhould not even be 


prepared for that intention, till ſigns of external 
putrefattion appear, which often may not happen till 


| ſeveral days after the internal corruption of the 
viſcera, The impropriety of ſuch inſinuation 


muſt be obvious to every one who conſiders the 
obnoxious influence of reſpired air impregnated 
with the contaminating effluvia of mortified bo- 
dies. Whether the extended atmoſphere became 
generally infected, or ſuch infection was confined 
to the reſpective dwellings where the dead were 


ſuffered to corrupt, thoſe malignant maladies could 


ſcarcely fail to ſupervene, which would in time 
ä 5 1 2 become 
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become univerſally contagious. This has beeri 
often experienced in military campaigns, while the 
utrid exhalations of corpſes not ſpeedily buried, 
$68 generated that epidemical indiſpofition, which 
has proved more de ſtructive than all the other de- 
vaſtations of war. If then the health of the liv- 
ing fo eſſentially depends on the purity of the ele- 
ment' we breathe, and without which we cannot 
exiſt, it 1s manifeſtly evident, that a compliance 
with the propofition before-mentioned, would be 
attended with conſequences diametrically oppoſite 
to its expreſſed intention, if a propoſal may be 
deemed infalutary, which, with an uncertain view 
of prolonging the life of a Angle individual, would 
have a certain tendeney to endanger the lives of 
' thouſands. That the apprehenſions of the ad- 
dreſſer may not be altogether without foundation, 
is not denied; but it is by no means warrantable 
or judicious to attempt to remove a leſſer evil, at 
the expence of @ greater, That gentleman will 
therefore excuſe the writer, for adding, in oppoſi- 
tion to his own anticipated ſatisfaction from the 
reverſe, that he will think himſelf happy, fhould 
the preceding animadverſions be found to have 
contributed to render his propoſed innovation 

a bortive, notwithſtanding the writer's equal diſin- 
clination to be buried durante vita. . 
With reſpect to the cuſtomary offices that ſue- 
ceed the apparent diſcontinuance of reſpiration, 
it would certainly be right not to expoſe the body 
to the external air for a few hours after, or till the 
ſeveral parts are cold enough to produce that ri- 
gidity, which, though not always, is generally a 
certain indication of the vital extinction, or, at 
leaſt, not to be over bafty in the ceremonies of 
ſuch a rement. It would alſo be prudent for 
the friends and relations of the deceaſcd, to _ 
| > rom 
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- Berwick upon Tweed, 
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from the unavailable cuſtom with many of taking 
their farewel of the dead by a labial ſalutation be- 
fore the coffin is cloſed , nor ſhould any one be 
longer or oftener in the apartment where the corpſe 
is laid, after there has been time for the fluids and 
abdominal viſcera to corrupt, than there is occa- 


ion for. 


The ſtrictures on Godfrey's Cordial, with which 


Dr. Hawes concludes his Addreſs, are obviouſly 
pertinent, and merit the moſt ſerious attention, 


not only of the public in general, but of the le- 
giſlature in particular, with reſpect to the interdic- 
tion of the ſale of a medicine, which muſt often 
not only prove mortally deleterious, but enfeeble 
the conſtitution of thoſe children who ſurvive its 
pernicious influence, from whence proceed the 
diſeaſes of maturer age, and the generation of 


weakly progenies. This is certainly a public 


rievance that cannot be too early redrefſed, and 
in which the greateſt vigilance may not prove ſuf- 


ficient to prevent the firſt families in the kingdom 


from being domeſtically intereſted. 


Sept. 12, 1777. W. REN WICK. 


To Mr. RENWI C K, 
Of BERWICK upon TWEE O. 


A you have, in a very liberal and gentleman- 
like manner, propoſed an objection to one of 
the cautions contained in my addreſs, concerning 


the dangerous cuſtom of laying out perſons as ſoon 


as apparently dead, or, in other words, as ſoon as 
reſpiration ceaſes; I think it a duty I owe both to 
you and the Public, to ſtate my reaſons for think 


ing that objection of no force. 
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- T am happy to find that you perfectly agree with . 


me in my leading principle, the impropriety of 
laying out perfons immediately upon the appear- 
ance of death. *©* With reſpect to the cuſtomary 
« offices that ſucceed the apparent diſcontinuance 
<« of reſpiration, it would certainly be right, you 
« obſerve, not to expoſe the body to the external 
« air for a few hours after, or till the ſeveral parts 
are cold enough to produce that rigidity, which, 
„ tho' not always, is generally a certain indication 
of the vital extinction, or at leaſt not to be over 
« bafty in the ceremonies of ſuch a department.” 

\ Theſe, Sir, are your own words, and I have 
read them with pleaſure, becauſe they confirm the 
propriety of my principal caution, and will, I hope, 
efficaciouſly co-operate with it in aboliſhing the 
| inbuman cuſtom above-mentioned. 


- "Your objection to my other caution, reſpeting 


the interment of bodies, ſeems, in a great meaſure, 
to be founded on the miſ- conception of my mean- 
ing. The author of the Addreſs, you ſay, in- 
<. finuates, that the dead ſhould not be interred, 
or rather, that they ſhould not be prepared for 
* that intention, till ſigns of external, putrefaction 
* appear.” Permit me, Sir, to cite the paſſages 
which more immediately relate to interment, and 
will perceive, upon reading them again, that 
I have not thrown out the inſinuation which you 
have baftily imputed to me. The paſſages are 
theſe. *©* The cuſtom of laying out the bodies of 
« perſons ſuppoſed to be dead as ſoon as reſpira- 
tion ceaſes, and the interment of them before 
s the ſigns of putrefaction appear, has been fre- 
* quently oppoſed by men of learning and huma- 
<. nity in this and other countries. Monſ. Bruhier, 
in particular, a phyſician of great eminence in 
* Paris, publiſhed a piece about thirty years ago, 
— N entitled, 


LE 

c entitled, The Uncertainty of the Signs of Death 4 
in which he clearly proved, from the teltimonies 
& of various authors, and the atteſtations of unex- 
© ceptionable witneſſes, that many perſons who 
had been buried alive, and were providentially 
& diſcovered in that ſtate, had been reſcued from 
the grave, and enjoyed the pleaſures of ſociety 
* for ſeveral years after.“ | 
« But notwithſtanding the numerous and well. 
& authenticated facts of this kind, the cuſtom 
* above-mentioned remains in full force. As ſoon 
c as the ſemblance of death appears, the chamber 
ce of the lick is deſerted by friends, relatives, and 
* phyſicians, and the apparently dead, though fre. 
« quently a living body, 1s committed to the ma- 
% nagement of an ignorant and unfeeling nurſe, 
e whole care extends no farther than laying the 
limbs ſtraight, and ſecuring her accuſtomed ſpoil. 
« The bed-cloaths are immediately removed, and 
ec the body is expoſed to the air, which, when cold, 
* muſt — 2 little ſpark of life that may 
“remain, and which by a different method might 

« have been kindled into flame.“ 
But admitting I had inſinuated, that the dead 
ſhould not be prepared for interment till ſigns of 
external putrefaction appear, I think that even 
then your dreadful apprebenſions would have been 
entirely groundleſs. The ſigns of putrefaction, in 
the firſt ſtage of that proceſs, and which are de- 
_ Cilive indications of death, are not accompanied with 
fetor, and conſequently no miſchief from your own. 
principle, can poſſibly ariſe in waiting for their ap- 
pearance. In the ſecond ſtage, indeed, a fœtid 
and injurious vapour ariſes ; but unleſs the maſs 
of putrefying matter be very conſiderable, as has 
ſometimes been the caſe after battles, &c. when 
the ſlain have been left unburied, that vapour is in 
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a very ſhort time combined with the air, and en- 
tirely diſarmed of its danger. If this were not 
the caſe, the air of London, from the quantity of 
animal and vegetable matter continually putrefy- 
ing in the ſtreets, &c. would very ſoon become in- 
tolerably offenſive, and altogether unfit for the 
purpoſes of reſpiration. | ? 

But the ſigns of external putrefaction, you ſay, 
may not happen till ſeveral days after the internal 
corruption of the viſcera.” Be it ſo, Sir, it fur- 
niſhes no objection to the rule I have recommend- 
ed; for if the abdominal viſcera corrupt, and no 
putrid vapour eſcapes, the air cannot be © im- 
Pregnated with contaminating effluvia.“ If pu- 
trid vapour ſhould eſcape in any conſiderable quan- 
city, it is a figs that putrefaction has taken place, 
and that the body may ſafely be interred, In ge- 
neral, however, a putrid diſcolouration of ſome 
parts of the body, particularly of the abdomen, 
precedes the exhalation of any noxious vapour, as 
is well known to thoſe who are converſant in diſ- 
ſections. But the time which may elapſe before 
this diſcoloration appears, is very uncertain, as it 
depends on the nature of the diſeaſe which termi- 
nated life, the heat of - the weather, and yarious 
other cauſes. | 
- To conclude, I wiſh it were deeply impreſſed 
upon the mind of every individual, that the only 
_ wnequivecal figns of death, are the marks of putre- 

faction , and that thoſe who are committed to the 


For the hw which obtains in the chemical combination. 
of air and variolous vapour, and which is the ſame, 1 pre- 
fume, as that which obtains in the combination of air and 
trid vapour, fee Dr. Watkinſon's ** Examination of a 
brought agaiaſt Inoculation, &c.” 

+ Many recent proofs of the truth of this aſſertion might 
be produced ; 1 b arty eee 
the Hvmane Society” foi years 1774s 
1775. 3 ; to a letter in the General Advertiſer of — 

* | rith 
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earth before theſe marks are diſcovered; may poſ- 
fibly be buried alive. But I wiſh it were ſtill 
deeper impreſſed, that the danger of being buried 
alive, though the fact has frequently happened, is 
not ſo great as that of being laid out as dead, whilſt 
living, and having the vital ſpark extinguiſhed by 
a precipitate expoſure to cold air. I cannot, there- 
fore, omit this opportunity of again exhorting - * 
thoſe whom it may concern, not to conſider the 
| perſons who apparently die of apoplectic and other 
fits, eſpecially young children who are carried off 
by convulfions, as irrecoverably loſt, till the proper 
means of reſtoration have been tried. 
Having, in juſtice to the public, to you, and 
myſelf, given this explanation of my caution, re- 
lating to the interment of the dead, and vindi- 
cated the propriety of it againſt the objection to 
which, in your opinion, it was liable; I ſhall beg 
leave, on my part, to put an end to the diſpute. — 
Controverly is not agreeable to me; and if it 
were, the duties of my profeſſion; and other in- 
crealing cares, would not permit me to profe- 
cute it. | | 3 8 
| . I am, Sir, with due reſpect, 
Your very humble Servant, 


Palſgrave Place, W. HAWES. 
_ Ca. 1, 1778. 8 


1rth of September, relative to the death of the late Mr Hol. 
land, 6gned Theatricus ; and alſo to one in the Pablie 

Ledger, of the /1oth of the ſame month, reſpecting the pre- 
mature interment of the late Dr. Pall, of Leiceſter. 
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IE. HAWES acquaints the Public, that in 
the courle of a few months, NINE PER- 
SONS, who had been ſeemingly dead for fome 
hours, have been reſtored to life, by the bodies be- 
ing kept in a warm bed, as recommended in the 
preceding Addreſs; and it gives him pleaſure to 
hope, in conſequence of the above pleafing in- 
formation, that the abſurd and inhuman cuſtom 
of laying out perſons immediately on the appear- 
ance of death, will at ſome future period, (and 

that not very diſtant), be univerſally aboliſhed. 
Ass it has been unqueſtionably proved, that in a 
variety of. diſeaſes, a ſuſpenſion of the vital powers 
may late place, without an abſolute extinction of 
lite. THE PUBLIC, as is evident, cannot be 
400 earneſtly recommended to pay the utmoſt atten- 
tion to this ſolid and important fact. Which, to 
render his communication of it more uſeful, Dr. 
Hawes adviſes, that the bodies of thoſe who are 
apparently carried off by diſeaſes or ſudden death, 
may be kept in a warm bed for twelve hours ar 
| Irait—that, during that time, nurſes, &c. do pay 
the greateſt attention to the ſeeming corpſes and 
he is of opinion, that friends, relations, &c. will 
be acting wilely, to give ſuch perſons an equivalent 
be gratuity, 
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gratuity, inſtead of death bed perquifites *, for their 
extraordinary care, &c. 

TuE AUTHOR likewiſe promiſes to pay the 
reward of ONE GUINEA to nurſes or other at- 
tendants, on any child or grown perſon returning to 
life by their humane attention, provided the fact 
is aſcertained by @ gentleman of the faculty, or at- 
teſted by three creditable perſons ; and in hopes 
of exciting an univerſal attention to'a ſubject of 
ſo much importance to mankind. 

Dr. HAWES has within a few months diſtri-, 
buted at a very conſiderable expence, ſeven thou- 

ſand of his Addreſſes, and continues to give them 
gratis to, all thoſe who may apply for them F. Ir 
is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that it was not an idle 
curioſity, that excited ſuch numerous applications 
for this little well-meant performance; but an 
_ equal defire with the writer to ſave the human race 
from premature death, and premature interment. | 

As an undeniable proof, that the learned and 


bumane approve of the author's intentions, the 


® In genteel families, &c. it is a melancholy truth, that 
nurſes lay out the body as expeditiouſly as poſſible ; the 
many valuable things about the bed, being much more im- 
ae to ſuch kind of people, than the chance of return- 
ing life. 5 | 

+ People of fortune ſhould call in the opinion of a Medi- 
cal man, who has paid attention to this ſubjeR, that, by ex- 
periments it may be aſcertained, whether there are any re- 
mains of life, This would entirely remove the horrid appre- 
ben/ions entertained by many, of being buried alive. 

4 If any live or lives be ſaved, through an attention to 
this Addreſs, the communication of ſuch happy events will 
be cfteemed 2 particular favour, as every new inſtance of 
ſucceſs will ſtamp coxvictien on the minds of the public, and 
thus one or two perſons returning to life, may be the means, 
in a ſeries of time, of lengthening the days of individuals--- 
of reſtoring many a father to the comfort and protection of 
his family ; and many a child to the fond embraces of his 
afliged parents. 85 5 

| F 2 preceding 
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ing Addreſs has been copied in the London, 
Gentleman's, Weſtminſter, and Medical Magazines; 
alſo in the Annual Regiſter for 1777; and in the 
ſame publication, is given an inſtance of ſucceſs 
with the ſubſequent introduction. The following 
caſe, AMONGST A VARIETY OF OTHERS, which 
have fallen under the immediate inſpettion of Dr. 
HarmManT, a celebrated Phyſician at Nancy, fur- 
niſhes us with a ſtrong proof of the neceſſity of the 


caution recommended. with ſo much humanity and 


Judgment by Dr. — V. p. 109. 


THE 


_ 
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THE preceding Addreſs was publiſhed about 
two years ſince, and has been well ſpoken of by 
the Monthly, Critical, and London Reviewers, 
as well as highly approved by the Public. The 
approbation it met with was a ſufficient motive 
to induce the Author to inveſtigate ſo important 
a ſubje& more deeply. By ſo doing, he was con- 
vinced that it ought to be ranked among the va- 
rious branches of Medical Education. In order to 
forward that meaſure, he Jaſt winter attempted 
the arduous undertaking, in a Courle of Lectures 
on the Theory and Practice of reſtoring Anima- 
tion. Theſe were received in a manner the moſt 
Aattering to his wiſhes; and which demands his 
embracing this opportunity, to return his moſt 
grateful thanks to the many ingenious Gentlemen 
who honoured him with their diligent attendance. 
Thus encouraged, he has reſolved to devote as 
much of his remaining time as the avocations of 
his profeſſion as a Phyſician will permit, to further 
reſcarches after information on this important 
ſubje& : Being thoroughly convinced, that by en- 
gaging the attention of young Medical Mcn, the 
Faculty in general, and the Public at Jarge, to 
the Uncertainty of the Signs of Death, he ſhall 
be the happy inſtrument of reſcuing many of the 
Human Race from a premature relidence in thę 
glo-my manſions of the Grave. 
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